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4 continuation of the system of divine truth. 
AN EPITOME. 
Euanggelion, Evangelism or Gospel. 

The meaning of this Article is nothing 
more nor Jess than goodnews. News whith- 
er good or bad must be true, otherwise, tho’ 
it may have its effect for atime either in 
joy or sorrow ; yet if it be not true will ia 
either case deceive us and destroy our joy 
if the news were good, and dry up our tears 
if the news were bad. 

REMARKS. 

The gospelis not only good news, but 
this news is founded on fact; not depend- 
ing on any contingencies or conditions on 
the part ofany creature, but unalterably fixed 
in the divine purpose and will, which noth. 
ing can frustrate, which nothing can alter. 

The good news, which is gospel and 
which is founded on fact, viz. infinite love, 
wisdom and power; expressed as his 
purpose and grace, is not only true ; but is 
founded on the broad basis of interminable 
extent. It is true and giad tidings of great 


dependant on conditions and was only an 
offer of salvation (as our divines tell us,)— 
then the gospel is, not only, not good news, 
but no news atali: itisas perfectly a 
scheme of legal salvation, as the law itself, 
differing only in the conditions of the two, 
that of the gospel being faith, that of the 
law being perfect obedience : besides, un- 
der these circumstances, the term gospel 
would be wholly improper and unappropri- 
‘ite, because that cannot be called news ei- 
ther good or bad, the truth of which de- 
pends on contingences or conditions yet un- 
certain as to their performance: hence I 
draw this conclusion, thata conditional gos- 
gel is no gospel at all. 


From whence is the good news, and in 
what does it consist ? 

The good news is from heaven 3_ it is 
from God; it is from our judge our law- 
giver, our king, our saviour. ‘The nature 
of the news and that in which it consists, 
is, the certainty of God’s love and friend- 
ship with salvation from sin and, the cer- 





tainty of eternal life net only for ourselves | 


but for all the fallen sons and daughters of 
Adam. 
REMARKS. 

It could not be to all people if its univer- 
sality were not certain. If God had not 
purposed in himself, that in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times to gather togeth- 
er in one all things in Christ 5; we could not 
have argued that the good news was from 
God, because his love is to every one ; nor 
could we have argued that ins which the 
good news consisted, but from the declara- 
tions of scripture and the reason of the case, 
that itis an entire freedom from sin and 
from misery, and an admittance into pure 
and perfect peace and felicity in God the in- 
finite ocean of Love. 

From the term news, I argue its certain- 
ty ; and from the qualifying term good, I 
argue its importance ; and from the expres- 
sion ¢o all people, I argue its universality. 
Thus the gospel originated from God him- 
self; having forgiven sinners, inhis own 
purpose and grace ; he zent his Son to re 
veal his love, not4o prucure or merit it ;— 
Christ commanded this good news to be 
preached to every creature, this is a demon- 
stration that all are comprehended in_ its 
blessings. 

Difference between law and the gospel. 

The law, by commanding our supreme 
love tothe Deity, proves that the Deity 
loves his creatures, and so preaches peace 
or good news by way of consequence :— 
Whereas the gospel is a direct declaration 
of the good news in a way, which is posi- 
tive. 

REMARKS. 

The difference between law and gospel 
is not such as has been represented. Jus- 
tice has been represented as demanding 
one thing and Mercy its opposite ; and so 
the law is exhibited as demanding endless 
misery to all sinners,and the gospel proclaim- 
ing salvation only to those who are good. 
According to this it is evident, that the law 
clashes with the gospel : whereas there is 
nothing more evident, than that thelaw and 
gospel both proceeding from the same _infi- 
nitely holy and lovely Being must in their 
nature, agree, and, .in their consequence, 
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have the samedesign. The law, then, has 
the same design with the gospel, and that 
design is the salvation of men; the former 
by pointing out our duty as the way to fe- 
licity ; the latter declaring that that felicity 
is secured. ‘Thus the law contains the mat- 
ter of our happiness ; the gospel decjares it 
or brings the good news of it. 
What has faith to do with our salvation ? 

Faith is that, by which the good news or 
the gospel is believed. As a machine works 
by water, so faith works by love 3 conse- 
quently faith in the good news, argues our 
love to the same, and so operates as the 
cause, of whieh obedience is the effect. 

REMARKS. 
Salvation was made sure for man before 


‘he existed, consequently man’s faith cannot 


be considered as producing, or securing it. 
If our salvation was) made sure for us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world ; 
our faith does not secure it, nor does our 
unbelief destroy it. 

ii we should hear the news that a large 
estate was willed to us, and made sure by 
every legal title ; would our faith in it, 
make it sure, or could our unbelief of it de- 


stroy it ? no, neither our faith nor unbelief 


of the good news could have any effeet in 
contirming or destroying our title. 

What, then, has faith to do with our sal- 
vation ? Ans. Itmakes the believer in it 
happy at present: and as faith works by 
love, so it operates to bring unspeakable 
joy and satisfaction in this life, which could 
not be enjoyed, in a state of ignorance or 
unbeliet. But faith adds nothing to eternal 
life given in Christ 5 nor does unbelief take 
any thing. froin it. By ignorance and un- 
belief man is a lost, unhappy creature ;— 
but by faith he sees thatto which he is an 
heir, even to eternal life, and this dispels 
the clouds, which were on his mind, and 
gives him unspeakable joy. 

How exceedingly erroneous, then, is the 
doctrine that faith isa condition of eternal 
life? Faith brings us to see and enjoy eter- 
nal life here, which was in Clirist for all 
mankind before the world began. We are 
willing to grant that the present salvation, 
which consists in the enjoyment of the chris- 
tian here together with his assurance in his 
own mind of eteraal lite hereafter, is de- 
pendant on the ciristian graces and virtues; 
but that faith or love or any other christian 
grace procures or secures the heavenly in- 
heritance is what wedeny. Faith “ brings 
distant prospects home,of things a thousand 
years ago, or a thvusand years tocome,”— 
Epiror. | 








Rom. viii. 20. For the creature we; 
made sulject to vanity, not willingly, but 
by reason of him, who hath subjected the 
same tn hope. 

This creature according to the next verse 
is man, because there it is said that this crea. 
ture shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God. The brute creation, I think 
cannot be intended as many have and do 
imegine. 

‘The creature man must, then, be here jp. 
tended. But how was this creature, made 
subject to vanity? Ans. By beine liable 
to be delivered, to misjudge, to err in his 
conduct, to expericnce pain, distress, death 
and in being liable tosin. The creature 
man was made liable to all this vanity,— 
Did sin make man liable to pain, distress 
and death Ans. man was made subject 
to all that vanity. But is death the conse. 
quence of sin? Ans. no. It is the conse. 
quence of that subjection to vanity in which 
man was made.—* No¢ willingly,” i. e, 
‘ian was made subject to vanity, not asa 
thing pleasing in itself, but as suitable and 
necessary for greater enjoyment as a con- 
sequence. © Who hath subjected the sane 
in hope.” 

That creature, that was made subject to 
vanity, was likewise subjected in hope ; in 
hope of what? The next verse informs us, 
** because the creature also shall be deliver- 
ed from the bondage of cerruption into the 
glorious liberty of the sonsof God.” Thus 
subjection to vanity is atemporary and par- 
tial evil, but will issue in the universal feli- 
city of all, who were subjected to vanity. 

NFERENCES. 

1. Man would never have been subiect- 
ed to vanity, if God had not designed him 
to be a subject of hope. y 

2. Hope supports men in their trials here, 
and will be realized in full fruition hereai- 
ter.—Lpiror. 


To the Rev. D. Bascock, of Buffals. 


[XAMINATION OF THE EpiscopaL Caté- 
CHISM, &c. 
(Continued from page 124.) 

Extract, page 57. 

“ Q. What are these Sacraments called 
besides ? 

A. Riysteries. 

Q. What signifies the word Mystery? 

A. Something hidden or concealed. 

Q. Are Baptism and the Supper of the 
‘Lord Mysteries ? 

A. Yes; because they are one thing t# 
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the sense, but represent and signify ano- want. Did you make the discovery by an- 


alizing the substances? Is the change 


We now enter upon the subject of mys- such as any process in the Laboratory of 
teries. You tell us that the word “ myste- the chymist will detect and expose? Re- 
ry” signifies something hidden or conceal- member, Sir, the laws of chymistry are not 


cd, ‘this is a correct definition, and I 
shall make it my business to hold you to it, 
though at the expense of rendering you ri- 
diculous. You ask if Baptism and. the 
Lord’s Supper are mysteries, and answer 
yes. lNow forthe reason. You say “be- 
cause they are one thing to the sense, 
{which sense ?] but represent and signify 
anuther to the understanding.” Poor man ! 
{ begin to blush for you! Did you not say 
a “imystery” is something Aidden or con- 
ceaicd? How can a “ mystery” which is 
something hidden or concealed, “ repre- 
sent’ or * signify”? any thing to the under- 
standing ? A thing “ hidden” or “ conceal- 
ed” * represents” and “ signifies”? Why, 
in this way, you will jeopardize your claim 


of man’s invention, and may therefore be 
depended upon! Do you mean we. shall 
take upon trust your assertion that there is 
a change wrought in this way? If yourde 
you commit a capital error, as the evidence 
is not sufficient to establish the fact. You 
are bound, tlien,-to show how this change 
can be found, or you stand convicted of an 
attempt to impose on the public, and to 
perpetuate superstition. 

Again, same page. 

“Q. Are they not made the Body and 
Blood of Christ ? 

A. They are made not the natural, but 


‘the sacramental Bedy and Blood ¢ they are’ 


dread and Wine by nature, the Body and 
‘Blood of Christ in mystery and significa- 


to coinmon sense! ‘This plan of making a‘ tion : they are Bread and Wine to our sen- 


thing that is concealed, “ signify” and “re- 
present” to the understanding, is a fair 
maich to your story (see catechism, page 


35) that “the wicked” are to be punished 
eternally ina dark fire! Such matchless 
stupidity can have no parallel. 

Again, page 60. 

“ @. Dothe bread and wine remain af- 
ter consecration ? ant 

A. Yes; they are not destroyed, but 
sanctified 5 they are changed in their qual- 
ities, but not in their substance.” 

‘Phen the bread and wine are changed in 
their qualities by consecration, you sup- 
pose. I shall think so too, if I can have 
evidence sufficient, of the fact. Changed in 
their qualities? Then they must either lose, 
by censecration, some quality which they 
possessed before 5 or, they must have some 
quality partially or wholly added by this 
process. As JI always take that for your 
meaning which appears most probable, 1 
here infer that it isthe addition which causes 
the change. This I a: led to by sup- 
posing that the bread and wire were ori- 
ginaily destitute of every quality which you 
would consider objectionable ; and that 
they were good, so far as their qualities ex- 
tended—which was not far enough. We 
are tosuppose, then, that the change was 
tllat of adding something—and the ques- 
tion is, what was or is added by the process 
you call “consecration”? If you know 
there is an additional quality added to these 
articles, by “consecration,” you had some 
process of reasoning by which you arrived 
at that knowledge—and this is what we 


_ses, the Body and Blood of Christ to our 
j understanding and faith: they are Bread 
and Wine in themselves, the Body and 
‘Blood of Christ in power and eflect.” 
| Here is a little more upon “ mystery.” 
You say they are bread and wine by ne- 
ture, the body’ and blood of Christ in mys- 
tery and signification. This is admirable 
interpretation! In mystery and signifi- 
cation”?! Here we must have the meaa- 
ings of these two words. Siystery, some- 
thing above human intelligence, something 
awfully obseurc, &c.—Halker’s Diction- 
ary. Now let us take the other word.— 
Signification, the act of making known by 
signs 3 meaning expressed by a sign o1 
word.— Watker’s Dictionary. Here you 
may see your face, tolerably plain! ‘There 
are not, in the whole English Language,two 
words whose meanings are more opposite 
than these which you use to mean one and 
the same thing! Pray, Sir, what are we 
to suppose you mean by this confusion >— 
Words are meant for signs of ideas ; and T 
much fear that you will here stand sirong- 
ly suspected of an attempt to deceive! If 
‘not, why misapply such common words, in 
iso palpable a manner? How do you 
know that bread and wine are the body and 
‘blood of Christ in mystery ? Can you 
‘know a “mystery”? ‘This is very like 
building a dark jire to punish the wicked 
in eternally, as you have it at page 35 of 
‘this same catechism. Once more. Yon 
| say they are bread and wine in themselves. 
| This we all knew before, and we believe 
| they are nothing more tian bread amd wine, 
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The words, “they are the body and blood 
of Christ in power and efiect” have no mea- 
ning, that I can discover; nor do they ap- 
pear designed for any. 

Again, page 62. 

“QQ. What mean you by a valid Baptism? 

A. That it be administered by a person 
duly authorized to act im the name of 
God.” 

By “a person duly authorized to act in 
the name of God” you mean, I suppose, 
one who can claim his “apostolic success- 
ion” of Priesthood through the hands of 
such * successors to the apostles” as was 
Pope Leo X.a man who disbelieved the au- 
thorities and doctrines of Jesus Christ, and 
who said to one of his cardinals, “ this fa- 
ble of Jesus has done us good service”! 
Through such hands, say, you suppose 
the priesthood by succession must come to 
the person who administers baptism—else 
the baptism is not “ valid.” After saying 
this you have the extreme effrontery to pre- 
sume you have such succession, which dis- 
grace, however, you cannot lay claim to. 
Wheatly, who has written what he calls 
A rational illustration of the Book of 
Common Prayer,” and who, by this time, I 
suppose is to be called “ holy father” or 
some such Pagan nanie, says, of the Litany 
&c. * As it is established by ecclesiastical 
authority, those who separate themselves 
and set up another torm of worship are 
schismaiics 3 and consequently are guilty 
of a damnuble.sin, {modest man !] which 
no toleration granted by the civil magis- 
trate can authorize or justify.” This is ex- 
actly the doctrine of the Romish Church, 
through whose Popes you claim “ Apostol- 
ic succession:” it must therefore be ad- 
heard to, by both churches, seeing that the 
rulers of both say itis right. Well, this 
being the case, you will readily see that 
schismatics, much more excommunicated 
persons, can have no authority “ to act in 
thename of God.” Tlere, then, you are 
caught in your own toils. Pope Clement 
VII. of the family of Medicis did excom- 
municate King Henry the VII. of Eng- 
land, for a schismatic, and your priesthood 
coming through him, is not valid; you be- 
ing a “ successor” to aschismatic ! Come 
now we shall see how far you practise what 
you preach: you deny men the right to 
baptise, unless they can claim “ Apostolic 
succession 5” yet you, who are a “ succes- 
sor” to an excommunicated schismatic, do 
baptize, and call it valid ! ! 

A UNIVERSALIST. 
(To be continued. ) 








For the Gospel Advocate, 
ECCLESIASTES vil. 1. 

A good name is better than precious oint. 
ment ; and the day of death than the 
day of ones birth. 

Aud the same declaration is supported 
by Chap, iv. 2, 3. 

Wherefore 1 praised the dead which are 
already dead more than the living 
which are yet alive; yea better is he 
than both they. 

Many will allow that a good name ig 
better than precious ointment: but that the 
day of death is better thanthe day of ones 
birth, there is scarce one to a thousand that 
believes, This is proved by the fear and 
dread of death every day manifested by e- 
ven those who consider themselves of the 
elect ; and contend that their salvation js 
as sure and secure as the throne of God.— 
True they sometimes tell us that death is a 
blessing, but when they are called upon to 
receive it—Oh ! itis dreadful! And chur 
ches ard congregations are called upon to 
use their influence, and pray that they may 
he excused. And tlieir disinterested bene- 
volence is wrought up to such a pitch, that 
they had rather every villain i the parish 
should be sent to hell, than to receive for 
themselves a passport to endless felicity.— 
This is, indeed, a mystery as great as can 
be found in Mystery Babylon. But there 
must be reasons for these things, notwith- 
standing 3 for this was not the case with 
primitive christians. Read the history of 
the martyrs of Jesus, and of the Apostles; 
Peter could sleep soundly betwixt two sol- 
diers, bound with two chains ; although he 
was next day to be brought out and slain 
before the people. Paul was in a strait be- 
twixt two, having a desire to depart and he 
with Christ, which is far better. But our 
modern professors do not think it so good, 
and dread the event. From whence is this 
dissimilarity ? For a solution of this in- 
quiry, Ishall offer the following reasons. 

Reason Ist. We are taught from our in- 
fancy to look upon death as a curse, sent 
upon mankind for disobedience. And its 
dreadful terrors are often sounded with au 
ful pathos, in moral lectures from the desk. 

2d. Christ came to save his people from 
their sins. But modern professors, not ha- 
ving faith enough to believe that he is able 
to do it in this world, yield themselves, du- 
ring life, servants to sin; and being under 
the law, they are constantly terrified with 
sentences like these—the soul that sinneth 
it shall die. And death forever before them 
stands, arrayed in all his terrors. 
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gd. Christ told his disciples, “ he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life 3” but latter 
day christians regard it not: but quite to 
ihe contrary, have chosen darkness, and 
doubting as sure evidences of their walk 
with Christ. and being in the road to heay- 
en. Wiiatsoever is not of faith is sin 5 and 
that darkness and doubis are not of faith, 
ihere is ncthing more evident. Modern 
prolessors being thus benighted and bewil- 
dered, and under so fatal a mistake as to 
suppose sin to be an evidence of holiness, 
and darkness an evidence of their walk with 
Christ. Weneed no longer wonder that 
they are afraid of death. 

But is the text true ? was the preacher 
correct, when he said, better is the day of 
deaththan the day of ones birth? For my- 
self [see no way to defend the text as the 
truth, if we take the ground of what is call- 
ed in these days orthodox principles ; un- 
Jess we adinit that it is a privilege to be 
dammed, and go to hell. For if a great 
majority of mankind, on the dissolution of 
the body, goto an endless hell, it would at 
once prove (if our text be true) that it isa 
better and more comfortable place than this 
world. Butif itis no privilege eternally 
to burn in hell, the doctrines called ortho- 
dox affords no data by which we can prove 
our text to be true, and we are under a ne- 
cessity to abandon our ground, or declare 
the Preacher incorrect. But the latter I 
cannot in conscience do: for I am firmly 
persuaded that the wisdom which was from 
above, illuminated the Preacher in this part 
of his doctrine, and shall endeavor so to 
make it appear to my atrdience 3 for which 
purpose | shall take that firm ground that 
hath been eccupied by all God's holy pro- 
phets since the world began ; namely— 

THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS. 

Ifere I have the strong consolation to be- 
lieve that 1 shall vindicate the Preacher— 
and to every one that hath the testimony 
and faith of Jesus, prove that the day of 
death is better than the day of owes birth ; 
and that the state, or situation of the dead, 
is better than that of the living, or he that is 
yet to live, yea better than both they. For 
it is natural, it is consistent to consider 
those that have passed their troubles in a 
better situation than those who are in the 
midst of them, or have yet to enter. ‘The 
design of chastisements or afilictions, are to 
take away our sins ; and the further we are 
advanced in this amendatory work, the bet- 
ter and happier is our state. And if the 
record is true, in Hebrews xii. 10, that God 
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corrects us for our profit, that we may be 


partakers of his holiness: the end will be 


obtained. The final result to all, being as 
sure as the work of affliction, of which al/ 
are partakers. God commends his justice 
to us, in that his work is a!l done in num- 
ber, weight and measure. He that know- 
eth his Master’s will, and doth it not,is bea« 
ten with many stripes. Every one receiv- 
ing in number, weight and measure, in ex- 
act proportion, according to his crimes.— 
And when his prodigal sons have sufficient- 
ly felt the weight and effect of their folly, 
to return to their Father’s house ; he is rea- 
dy toreceive them. He invites all to re- 
turn—and has commanded all men every 
where torepent; andthe fulfilment of this 
command, or law, is the foundation of the 
restitution of all things; in the fulfilment 
of which, God shall be all in ad/. And the 
farther we are advanced in our travels to- 
wards this consummation, the better op 
happier is our state. ‘Therefore, better is 
the day of ones death, for he hath seen the 
evils that are done under the sun, and has 
passed them, and is in a better state or situa- 
tion than he was at his birth. Better is 
the dead than the living, or he that is yet 
to live ; yea, better than both they. Here 
is coincidence and harmony—here, in one 
focus the rays of eternal truth unite, and 
darkness, doubt and contradictions are not 
to be found—and wisdom stands forever 


justified of her children. 


I shall now make a few remarks on ex- 
isting dissimilarities, betwixt present and 
primitive christians—for it is evident from 
several things, that what is now called 
christianity, is quite a different thing from, 
what it was in the days of Christ and his 
apostles. 

Remark Ist. Christ and his apostles,and 
their doctrine, the world hated, because 
they were not of the world; but in these 
days of delusion and darkness, if a man 
wishes to become popular, he joins him- 
self to some church, that he may gain the 
esteem and friendship of the world. But 
in the Religion of Christ, the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God. 

2d. No one will undertake to say that 
the disciples and christians of the first cen- 
tury referred to darkness, doubts, and want 
of assurance, as evidence of their good es- 
tate. But their language was, we know, in 
whom we have believed—we know that 
we have passed from death unto life—we 
know that if our earthly house of this tab- 
ernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
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ternalin the heavens: But let a man speak 
the same language now, and he is account- 
ed aspurious member—a presumptuous fan- 
atic ! 

3d. Christ gave a caveat to his follow- 
ers, “see that ye fall not out by the way;” 
but as well may Christ and Belial be united 
as love and fellowship be established be- 
twixt members of different churches. And 


so great is their falling oat by the way, that 


they even embrue their hands in each oth- 
ers blood. 

4th. The first believers entered into rest, 
i.e. had perfect peace in their minds 3 for 
Christ had said, let not your heart be troub- 
Jed, neither let it be afraid. But those who 
are now called believers, are under con- 
stant alarm from the fire and smoke, the 
lightnings and thunderings, and the voices 
of fall of man—total depravity—hell—and 
damnation to eternal misery, and many 
other dreadful things which the seven thun- 
ders utter. 

5th. The servants of God were sealed 
in their foreheads: not with a sad counte- 
nance, but with the name of their God, and 
his city which is Love; and every feature is 
marked with complacency and benevo- 
lence. But the countenance of those who 
worship the beast and his image, are over- 
cast with sourncss, sadness and gloom of 
death! But here let us drop the unpleas- 
ing comparison ; and forbear any farther to 
trace the disparity betwixt primitive and 
present professors ; but let us rather antici- 
pate the end of teens thines, viz. the forty 
and two months of the beast—the utter de- 
struction of Babylon, that city of darkness 
and confusion—But he that hath an ear let 
him hear the mandamus—come out here 
my people, that ye partake not of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

S. M. ROSE. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

There isa pamphlet among the people, 
giving an account of the life and confession 
of Mr. David D. Wow, who was executed 
in Angelica on the 19th of last March, for 
the murder of OthelloChurch. To this 
confession, many resert for proof that uni- 
versalism induces people to murder one an- 
other! Letus look at the idea; for this 
sentiment wll prevail, let the consequence 
be what it may ; therefore, it is time we 
examine it with the utmost care. It is con- 
tended, that Mr. How wasa_ wniversalist, 
and committed murder, therefore, univer sae | 
lism is a murderous and dangerous princi- 


ple. If My. Mow was a universalist previ- 


ous to the commission of his crime, then ke 
believed, that he should be ireed himself 
and all vite ws, althouvh they might commit 
murder ; and aiter his crime he became a 
limitarian, and then believed that Ae should 
be saved, although he had committed mur- 
der; but many others would not. Now it 
appears that his opinion relative to his owe 
Salvation was always the same. Now tet 
me ask, how his opinion about the salvation 
of others could effect his disposition ot mor. 
als ? When a universalist, he thought he 
could murder, afterwards repeut, and go to 
heaven 3; when a [imitarica he thought the 
same. Now, how, i: ‘’:¢ name of common 
sense, has universa‘isim any thing to do 
with his crime ? The universal sentiment 
blends justice and mercy together, 1a one 
grand and glorious syste: of divine good- 
ness. But murder is an nis ist, unmerciful 
and revengeful principie, and so ts the fimi- 
tarian sentiment. Which of these two doe- 
trines then must have been the leading prin- 
ciple of his mind ? 

Again. Let me ask whcther there ever 
was since the daysof Adam, a aurder come 
mitted dy a limitarian ? If so, why mast 
not the argument be turned back ; that the 
doctrine of endless damnation induces peo- 
ple to inurder? Were the high Priests, 
Scribes and Pharisees, who procured the 
death of our Saviour, universalists ? No. 
They were “ they which justify themselves 
before men,” and“ trusted in themselves, 
that they were righteous and despised oth- 
ers.” (Luke xviii. 9.) Were the members 
of the Romish church wniversai.sts ; who 
drenched all Europe in protestant blood ? 
No. They believed inthe infallibility of 
the church, in the forgiveness of sin, the 
doctrine of endless damnation, and what is 
called the “ holy trinity.” Was princely 
Constantine, a wiversalist ; the great 
boast of the christian world, who murdercd 
his own son through envy ? No 3 for then, 
discord and faction had obscured the elory 
of the christian name,and chased truth from 
the abodes of man. Was John Calvin a 
universalist, who procured the death of 
Michael Servetus, because he could not be- 
lieve in the trinity ? No. He believed God 
had fore-ordained the endless misery of that 
heretic, and therefore prepared for him a 
temporary hell on earth. Were the Pres- 
byterians universalists ; who murdered the 
honest and harmless Quakers of New-Lng- 
‘land? No3 forth ey put to death those in- 
| nocent victims, for the glory of their angry 
and murderous God ; and universalist 
pred no such God, May heaven forbid, 
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that a name so sacred and lovely should be 


ever stained with innocent bloud Even 
this noted How was never a universalist.— 
These are his words. “ 1 now aroused all 
the hopes fd could in the doctrine of univer- 
sacs, Which Lt had long tried to cherish as 
a civak for my sins, though I cannot say | 
honestiy and fully believed it.” Now ts 
seeuis, he trie to cherish it as a cloak fer 
sin | No wonder be did not succeed in it ; 
fur it avierds no cloak. Hle had doubtless 
been taught, that some men might escape 
punishiaent and be happy, sotwithstanding 
all their sius 3 ana he é¢riedto hope thai ad 
might. ‘his universaisin, then, which 
cloaks sin and is so Murderous, is no other 
than the limitarian Sentiment enlarged !— 
And I frankly conies’, that the more uni- 
versal this sentiment is, the more sin it 
cloaks, and the worse it is. But true uni 
versalism is this. ‘Vhat God will surely 
render to adi mankind according to their 
deeds. Sir. How did net éry to cherish 
this doctrine asa cloak for nis sins.— 
Neiiher did be believe this ; as he says he 
did not hovestly and fudiy believe it. If he 
had, he would not have been so fearless in 
transgression. If he bad believed in a hell 
for ail sinners, as well as a part, he would 
not have coolly deliberated Phe murder of a 
feliow being. But since he did not honestly 
aud jelly believe in universalism, what did 
he believe? Answer. Ile believed that 
the vilest incendiary or murderer (if he re- 
pent before he dies) may cheat justice, and 
go iv heaven ; and the most virtuous, who 
happens to die before they repent, must 
suiier the implacable wrath of heaven. And 


in his case, we see the horrible efiects of 


such an = anti-christian sentiment. How 
would they feel now, should L turn their 
own argument back from whence it came 
And say, Mr. How did not fully and hon- 
estiy believe in universalism, and commit- 
ted murder, tHerefore all, who do not fully 
and honestly believe in universalism, are 
very bad, and their doctrine is very dan- 
gerous ! ‘This is an unfair argument, and I 
couid wish our opposers would | use it no 
more 3 especially, to hold up one ef their 
own faith, who tried to cherish our faith for 
a cloak,as an example of wickedness to de- 
ter cthers from believing what he did not 
believe. Mr. How repented as he should 
have done; and no doubt suffered ail, God 
had in store for his sins. Ata time he 


thought there was no mercy in heaven for | 


him, but afterwards discovered his mistake, 
and {lt satisfied there was. (1 would have 
told him so from the beginning.) He will 


doubtless ere long discover also, that there 
is mevey enough for all other sinners, as 
well as himself. He believed Church was 
in hell, although he was much less criminal 
than himself ; but barely because he died 
suddenly, and had not time to make his 
peace with God ; yet ke was the wicked 
cause of this sudden death, and was going 
to heaven!!! He, it was, who, led on by 
revenge, the blackest of all principles, went 
under the silent shades of night, to the abode 
of his enemy, called him from his peaceful 
slumbers, and in cold blood, gave the dead ; 
ly wound. Yet because he repented, when 
he beield the terrible preparations of jus- 
tice falling upon its victim; he might be 
saved, but poor Church must bleed, and 
writhe in flames forever! ‘Thisis called 
equity, justice, impartiality, rewards and 
punishments, &c. The murdered is dam- 
ned and the murderer cscapes!! Most 
horrible! Sweet satisfaction indeed to a re- 
vengeful soul. How many revengeful spir- 
its may seize this idea asa cloak to jaunch 
their enemies into hell, and themselves into 
heaven. Would it not be more rational for 
the enemies of an impartial God, to prove 
something from the bible, rather than from 
the lips of their own criminals, who have 
forfeited all claims to credit by the enormi- 
ty of their crimes. But which is the most 
murderous principle ? Do they not blas- 
phemously maintain, that God is infinitely 
incensed, implacable, cruel, unmerciful, re- 
vengeful, and of course the greatest Mur- 
derer in the universe! ! May he enlight- 
en the ignorant, and reprove the wicked. 
LEWIS. C. TODD. 

Buffalo, May 5, 1824. 

MISSIONARY CAUSE. 

Pious Fraud.— The tollowing statement 
of facts may be relied on as true, and capa- 
ble of legal proof. 

The Rev. Mr. , ascitled minister in 
the South Association of Litchfield county, 
in his ordinary performance of the profes- 
i sional duty of a clergyman, was particularly 
| zealous in the missionary cause, begging 

with uncommon zeal and success “ for the 
‘treasury of the Lord,” as he, by way of 
comparison, calls the Treasury of the For- 
eign Missionary Socicty. His congrega- 
tion, consisting of plain and intelligent peo- 
ple of industrious and frugal habits, were 
inclinedto noextremity of opinion or conduct 
having been taught “to walk in the good 
old way,” under the pastoral instruction of 
a sensible, pious, and venerable divine of 
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Among the various other expedients to 
which this Rev. clergyman adopted to gath- 
er money, was the following. A sewing 
meeting, for the females of his parish, was 
appointed at the house of the Rev. Pastor. 
Pursuant to notice given, a numerous col- 
lection of ladies convened. After they 
were well employed in the business and ob- 
ject of their meeting, the Rev. clergyman 
proposed they should make a contribution 
for missionary purposes and produced the 
missionary box, accompanied with some 
such remarks on the utility and duty of 
giving to the missionary cause as were 
appropriate. Most of the ladies present 
expressed their willingness to give, but al- 
leged they did not expect a contribution, 
and were unprepared. To this the Rev. 
clergyman replied, that the circumstance of 
their having no money made no difference, 
as each lady disposed togive could signify 
on a piece of paper the sum she was will- 
ing to giye, and deposit this paper in the 
missionary box, and afterwards, as should 
be convenient, pay to him the amount ex- 
pressed on the paper to be paid. By his 
assistance, each stipulated on paper the a- 
mount she was willing to pay,and these pa- 
pers or tickets were received by the Rev. 
clergyman, and deposited in tle missionary 
box. 

The ladies called from time to time and 
paid the sums respectively engaged to be 
paid, but did not take up the papers or 
tickets. 

At this time a young gentleman of res- 
pectable family and connections in that 
town, was pursuing a course of classical 
siudy at the Rev. gentleman’s house, under 
his direction, ‘This Rev. clergyman one 
day observed to this young gentleman, that 
the ladies of the parish had engaged, on pa- 
per, to pay several small sums, as before 
mentioned, but HAD NOT paid the sums 
so promised, and recommended to the 
young gentleman to pay the sums by each 
lady subseribed, and take up the tickets, as 
matter of politeness and galiantry to the 
ladies. ‘To this the young man consented, 
and actually paid the amount to the Rev. 
clergyman,and received from him the tickets. 

Such are the facts, and as they furnish 
some new and profitable ideas on the sub- 
ject of receiving money for missionary pur- 
poses,it is believed important to the“ friends 
of missions” that they should receive pub- 
licity. They certainly furnish valuable 
hints to the carnal world how to dispose of 
satisfied paper contracts to advantage. 

: [| dmerican Eagle. 








From the Christian Intelligencer, 
rsa y. 

How lovely in the arch of heaven, 
Appears you sinking orb of light, 

As darting through the shades of even, 
It gilds the rising shades of night ! 

Yet brighter, fairer, shines the tear 

That trickles o’er misfortune’s bier, 


Sweet is the murmur of the gale, 
That whispers through the summer grove: 
Soft is the tone of frieudship’s tale, 
And softer stil! the voice of love : 
Yet softer far the tears that flow 
‘To mourn—to soothe another’s woe. 


Is there a spark in earthly mould 
Fraught with one ray of heav’nly fire > 

Does man one trait of virtue hold, 
Which even angels must admire ? 

That spark is Pity’s radiant glow ; 

That trait, the tear for other’s woe ! 


To sink in nature’s last decay, 

Without a friend to mourn the fall~ 
To mark its embers die away, 

Deplor’d by none—unwept by all— 
This, this is sorrow’s darkest hour, 
Where tempests beat, and thunders rear. 


Take wealth—I know its paltry worth ; 
‘Take honor—it will pass away ; 

Take power—I scorn the bounded earth ; 
Take pomp—its trappings scon decay ; 

But spare me, grant me Pity’s tear 

oth I 7d J 

fo soothe my woe, and mourn my bier. 





Christianity.—Is all mildness and beau- 
ty : it breathes nothing but pure benevolence 
in God, and it appeals to the best feelings 
ofman. Itis essentially a religion of love, 
and has no dark shades blended with its 
brilliant tints—-no devil to blacken the mor- 
al horizon and to frustrate and bafile the de- 
signs of God. It affords every encourage- 
ment to virtue, and every discouragement 
to vice; and it evidently indicates the ap- 
proximation of a period in which truth 
shall triumph over error, felicity be univers 
sal, and God be all among all.—Gos. Her- 
ald. 

> NOTICE. 

The meetings for publie worship of the 
society of Universalists in this village, will 
be holden hereafter at the TrHeatre— 
Service next Sabbath as usual. 
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PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM—H. A. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER. 








